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“The Golden Chain Introduced”      Text – Romans 5:1-11   QA 37, 44     OT Reading – Isaiah 32

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
The Heidelberg Catechism’s first question is about comfort because comfort is something universally liked.  
And our young people saw this last year as they took their video cameras out on the streets of CHCH and asked people, What is your only comfort in life and in death?  
Unsurprisingly, no one said, “I am not interested in comfort!”  There were all sorts of responses, but underneath them all was an appreciation of comfort.  
And the answers, as expected, pretty much all began with the letter ‘F.”  Family, food, films, and faith (.

Well, as you can imagine, if you were to ask a similar question about Peace, you would get similar answers.  Everyone likes peace.  
In fact, ask a Miss Universe contestant what she most wants, and she will usually say, “World peace.”  
But as to how you find peace, some might say In Bed, others Fishing on a lake, others Out tramping, others In a hammock on a warm day, and others At the beach, etc.  
But others might say At the bottom of a bottle of beer or a With a tablet or two, while some might talk about Transcendental meditation or Yoga.
Again though, everyone is interested in peace.
Well congregation, we seek peace, as human beings, instinctively, because we know we lack it.  
As Romans 1 has helped us to see, every human being begins life at war with God.  
He is our Creator.  The conscience He has given us and the Law in the Bible both tell us how to live.  
But we are rebellious.  We do that which is wrong.  And we know it.  
True peace comes then only when we are in right relationship with God.  
Augustine, writing 1700 odd years ago put it like this, “You made us for yourself, and our hearts find no peace until they rest in you.”  
Well, we come today to a new chapter and, I believe, a new section of the Book of Romans.  And it is worth our while spending a few moments thinking about the flow of Romans as we begin to look at the verses before us.
1. Many people would summarize the Book of Romans as having three major parts – Sin, Salvation, and Service; Paul proves our guilt, Paul explains our salvation, and lastly Paul requires an appropriate response.  
a. And that is, indeed, a useful and easy to remember outline.  It means we are in the salvation section.  
i. But salvation is probably too broad a word to describe the different things that are spoken about from 3:21 through to 11:36.  There are a wide variety of subjects discussed there.  
2. It is for this reason then that some commentators suggest a slightly different outline of the book.  Douglas Moo, for instance, suggests that the gospel is the controlling idea of the whole book.  Romans is about the Gospel.  Paul simply looks at different facets of the gospel in the different parts of the book.  And so, we first get the heart of the gospel, in ch’s 1-4, then the assurance provided by the gospel, in ch’s 5-8, then a defense of the gospel in ch’s 9-11, and then the transforming power of the gospel, in ch’s 12-15.
a. And if that is so, that would place us right at the beginning of the assurance provided by the gospel section.  So let’s first of all see if this is a new section of Romans and then if assurance is a good theme for this section from ch’s 5-8.  
i. And we see that 5:1 begins with a “Therefore.”  And many of you will have heard before about the importance of the ‘therefores’ in the Bible.  
A. The word ‘therefore’ translates a little Greek word, ‘oun.’  And the word oun can be used in a minor and major way, if you will.  
1) Especially in the Epistles, it can be used to build up or explain or reinforce a point.  Paul will state his point and then use oun in the minor sense of ‘because’ and ‘for’ and ‘then’ or to ask rhetorical questions.  
a) In fact, he has done this 9 times already in the first four chapters of Romans, including v1, 9, and 10 of ch. 4.  
2) But oun can also be used in a major way, such as it is here.  
a) Here it is, because of everything I have said in the first four chapters, “Therefore!!!...”  
b) To understand what I am about to say, you need to understand what I have already said.  
c) The ‘before words’ lead up to the ‘after words,’ and the ‘after words’ are built on the ‘before words.’  
d) In chapter 12 of Romans, and in ch. 4 of Ephesians, for example, he uses this word when he moves from doctrine to duty or salvation to service; You are saved in Christ.  Therefore, live as Christians.  
3) So, this major oun; this major therefore is a strong indicator of a new section.  
ii. But if you look at the words of v1, you will see that they begin with justification by faith and lead on to, at the end of v2, “the hope of the glory of God.”  
A. And then you see the words “suffering,” “hope,” and two uses of the word “perseverance” in vv3-4.  
B. And finally, down in vv9-11, Paul is linking justification and being saved.  
1) In v9, his rhetorical question is If we have been justified, “how much more shall we be saved?  
2) And in v10, “How much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved”?  
C. And ‘saved’ is shorthand for eternal life.  The question he seems to be answering here then has to do with the link between justification and eternal life: Can it be broken?  Can I lose my salvation?  Does being justified mean I have an eternal peace with God, now?  Can I be certain that I will persevere to the end?
iii. And if you quickly turn over to the end of chapter 8, you see that same theme being explored again.  
A. Notice in v30, as Paul works his way through what we call the Golden Chain of salvation, the last two links are justification and glorification; the same two things that he begins ch. 5 with.  

B. And then, in the rest of the chapter, one of the most loved portions of the whole Bible, his singular point is that the believer can be confident of his or her salvation in Christ – from v39, Nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
Therefore, because of the “therefore,” and this similarity of thought and words at the beginning of ch. 5 and the end of ch. 8, the key theme of this section is the assurance provided by the gospel:  Peace with God is possible, through Jesus.  And if that peace is yours, through Jesus, it is yours permanently!

Well, three points then, as we work our way through vv1-11, where the Apostle introduces the golden chain of salvation.  
First of all, we see the peace and hope we have.  
Secondly, we see that God’s love is the reason for our peace and hope.  
So firstly then, in vv1-4, we see the peace and hope that we have.
1. And here Paul basically boils the good news of all he has said in the first four chapters down to just three words – Peace with God.  Through Jesus, the believer has peace with God.  So let’s think about that peace for a moment.  
a. In English, as well as in Greek, peace has something of a negative connotation.  
i. When we use the word ‘peace,’ we are not so much thinking about the word or the idea of peace itself but the absence of its opposites.  
A. When busy Mums think about peace, what are they thinking about?  No crying babies or arguing children; no noise!  
B. When diplomats think about peace, what are they thinking about?  No strife or hostility or war.  
1) So peace is the absence of its opposites.  
b. But the Hebrew concept of peace, or Shalom, has more of a positive connotation, if you will.  
i. It is to the fore in that Numbers 6 benediction that we often hear at the end of worship, “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 
ii. It has in view a general sense of harmony and well-being.  
iii. We read about it, earlier, in Isaiah 32.  A time was coming that would be characterized by peace/shalom, “The desert becomes a fertile field, and the fertile field seems like a forest.  Justice will dwell in the desert and righteousness live in the fertile field.  The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever.  My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.  Though hail flattens the forest and the city is leveled completely, how blessed you will be, sowing your seed by every stream, and letting your cattle and donkeys range free.”
c. Well, it is important that we see both aspects of the peace with God that we have through Jesus Christ.  
i. Positively, through Jesus, we enjoy a general sense of well-being.  
A. You see, as God’s creatures, we are designed to live in relationship with Him.  But our rebellion disrupts that relationship.  And this affects every area of human existence.  For the unbeliever, there is not true peace here on earth, and there will be no peace, at all, in the life to come.  
B. But because His relationship with God is restored, the believer has peace; true peace.  Things are as they should be between Him and His Creator.  He lives under, as it were, the smile of His Creator.
1) Now, this is not to say that He has perfect peace; that comes only in heaven.

2) And neither is it to say that the life of the Christian is trouble-free.  Not at all.  And those who preach such a gospel preach a wicked lie.  
a) Jesus said, in John 16:33, “In this world you will have trouble.”  But He said that having first said, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.”  
b) And this is the peace that we read of in Philippians 4:7, “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  But we shall say more about this in a moment.
ii. In the context of what Paul has been saying in Romans, however, what is especially in view here in v1 is that negative sense of peace.  
A. Believer, you need never fear God’s wrath and judgment upon you, because He has poured that out, instead, on Jesus.  
B. The hostility that God has towards unbelieving and unrepentant sinners is gone.  
C. The agony and misery and hopelessness of hell’s eternal suffering is not in your future.

D. You have peace with God.  You need not fear the Day of Judgment.   
2. And this is what is in view in those last words of v2 where Paul says, “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  
a. The purpose for which God saves men is the praise of His glory.  Ephesians 1:11, “We were chosen … in order that we might be for the praise of His glory.”  So, our salvation, both now and in heaven, brings glory to God.  But even more than that, the Scriptures speak about our sharing in His glory.  Romans 8:17, “We share in [Christ’s] sufferings in order that we might share in His glory.”  And this sharing in the glory of God we call our glorification.  
i. When Jesus returns, those of us who are still alive will meet Him in the air and have our bodies changed from this weak and broken vessel into a glorified body.  
ii. And the souls of those who died before then, shall come with Jesus and be joined to the glorified bodies that are raised from our graves.  
iii. And then we shall share in, bask in, and benefit from the glory of our Lord and King, in ways that human words simply cannot express now!  
A. And this is the end of the golden chain of salvation that Paul is here introducing – we shall be glorified.

b. And right now, believer, that is so certain and so sure and so guaranteed, through Christ, that for you it is not ‘maybe’ or ‘possibly’ or ‘hopefully,’ but rejoice in the hope of the glory of God!  
i. And that word rejoice, in other English versions is rightfully rendered also as “boast.”  
A. Because your salvation is in and through Christ, its end is secure!  You have peace with God, which means that your glorification is certain.  So rejoice!  Exult!  Boast!  In Christ, eternal life is secure!
3. Can you see then why Paul goes on to speak about suffering and persevering, and why the believer is to rejoice even in sufferings?  You know the end!  You know what awaits!  You know that regardless of how bad it may be, compared to the glories of eternal life with Christ, it is a light, momentary affliction.  

a. You have peace with God and the certain hope of glory!  So that is to shape you and not your suffering.
b. You know, grass is one of the most resilient plants in the world.  In the dry, open plains of the US, lightning can strike the grass and ignite a flash fire.  The flames sprint over thousands of meters, very quickly, burning the grass to a black crisp.  And looking at the blackened plains, you would think that nothing could survive.  But soon the green grass can be seen again as it grows out of the ashes.  And it can do this because the roots are beneath the surface of the ground, safe from the flames.  Well, fiery trials will flash up around you.  You may even be burned.  But if there is faith – a faith in Jesus that is below the surface, rooted deep in the heart, you will not only survive, you will rejoice, and you will grow.  
In and through Jesus Christ, the believer has peace with God and the certain hope of glory!   

But note secondly and briefly, from vv9-11, that God’s love is the reason for our peace and hope.  

1. I am not sure if it is still the case, but it used to be that most sons would at least once in their life, if not often, get to mix up some concrete with Dad.  Today you can get ready-mix concrete from a truck and you can get ready-to-mix concrete in a bag to which you just add water.  But many of us will remember mixing concrete in a wheelbarrow or in a concrete mixer.  And what you needed was aggregate, which was the stones and pebbles and sand, and water, and cement powder.  You would set the mixer bowl turning, put so much water into it, then so much aggregate, and then, lastly, so much cement powder.  
2. Well, Paul is working here to show believers that the assurance of salvation is concrete.  It is not steam or a feather or paper, it is concrete!  And in these verses he helps us to see that the cement powder of the believer’s assurance is God’s love.  He speaks of it in v5 and v8.  
a. In v5, Why will our hope not disappoint?  Why do we have assurance?  Why may we be confident?  “Because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.”  
i. And Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, there is so much worth meditating on in just that verse.  
A. Has He dribbled it into you?  No.  He has poured it out!  
B. Where has He poured it out?  Into your heart; the very core of your being.  
C. How has He poured it out?  In the person and work of the Holy Spirit whom He has given you to live in your heart.  
ii. But what connects all of this richness is His love.  It is His love that He has poured out, into your heart, by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given you.  
b. And just in case, you lament, even for a second, that it is a little vague and subjective, because you can’t see it, Paul connects it with the objective fact of Christ’s death on Calvary.  In v8 he says, “God demonstrated His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
i. And the words of vv6-11 are really just variations on this one theme.  If you listen to any classical music, you will know that many composers have written what they call variations on a theme.  A piece of music will have one distinctive melody that just reoccurs throughout the whole piece in a different key or a different tempo or with different instruments.  But always, it is that same distinctive theme.  Well, in vv6-11, the theme is v8, “God demonstrated His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
A. In v6 it is, “When we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”  
B. In v9, our salvation is tied to the blood shed by Christ.  
C. In v10, we see that we were reconciled to God “when we were God’s enemies.” 
ii. And as he points to the historical fact of what happened on the cross of Calvary, His concrete assurance point here, people of God, is that if God showed such love for you when you were a rebellious sinner, when you were at war with Him, when you were His enemy, when you were stained with unbelief, you must not think that falling into sin here or there can now loose you from His saving grip!  
A. His love, through Jesus, brought you from black to white, from darkness to light, from stained to spotless.  It is only you who now sees the odd spot of grey.  
B. His love, through Jesus, brought you from being His enemy to being His son or daughter.  It is only you who now doubts your place as His child.  
C. His love, through Jesus, did the hardest part; your justification.  Your glorification is easy by way of comparison.  
D. His love, through Jesus, has secured the golden chain of your salvation.  Suffering cannot break that chain.
1) Do you see how important it is that we understand the doctrine of justification by faith alone?

a) It is only when we see that it is all from God and of God and by God, that we may have an assurance of salvation.

We have peace with God.  We have a certain hope of glory.  And we have this because of God’s love.  But did you note the key element that unites all of these things in these verses?
· The peace we have is through our Lord Jesus Christ, as is our hope.  
· We see God’s love through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
· And from v11, we “rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Oh how much we owe Him!  Amen.

